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MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 7
OF THE
STATE WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
January 25, 26 and 27, 1938

A special meeting of the State Water Conservation Commiseion was called to order at 3P. M.
January 25, 1928, in the Governor's conference room in the State Capitol at Bismarck, by
Vice Chairmen Henry Holt, Written notice of this meeting was sent to all Commissioners
under date of January 17, 1938,

The Secretary called the roll with Comms, Holt, Engen, Dahl, Olson and Simons present.
Absent, Chairman Governor William Langer and Comm. Frank P, Whitney.

It was moved by Comm, Simons, seconded by Comm. Olson, that inasmuch as a typewritten copy
of the minutes of the last meeting, held January 12 and 13, had been sent to each member,
and the only error noted being an omission of certain paragrache in a resolution having
reference to the Lewis and Clark Project, that the resolution be corrected and after such
correction, the minutes be approved as written. The motion carried, all Commissioners vet-

ing aye.

Comm, Simons, on behalf of the Bismarclk Association of Commerce, extended an invitation te
each member of the Commission to attend the meeting and b anquet to be held at 6 P, M.,
Wednesday evening, as guests of the Association of Cormerce, when Mr. George S. Knapp
would be the principal speaker on the program, i '

The Commigsioners went into conference with Technical Advisor George S. Knapp in regard to
the circumstances leading up to Captain Loper's request for a conference with the Commiss~
ion Wednesday, January 26. Mr. Knapp stated that the War Department Engineers' purpose
Wwas to give a preliminary verbal repert on the revised plan for Missouri River Diversion,
and stated that he thought the whole project would stand or fall on whether those whe
asgisted in gathering data for the report, such as M, D. Hollls, Oscar Becker and others,
would be able to make the benefits they had listed, stand up with actual facts, and that
Captain H. P. Loper had promised to talk the matter over with the Commission before making
& final report. He further stated that he had suggested to Captain Loper that if any out-
side men were hired to €0 o7er the benefits as listed, that it be done in cooveration with
the Commission. Comm. Simons suggested that the Commission authorize the Chalrman to say
that the Commission would be glad to enter into such an agreement and jointly employ some
man for the job, Mr, Knapp gave it as his opinion that it would be wiee to enter inte
such agreement, and while he did not know the exact purpose of Captain Leper's vieit, that
he surmised it was te make a report on what had been done to date. He further stated that
he had found that the Red River Drainage Report, by Mr, Horner, might complicate the chance
for Missourl River Diversion, for the reason that if the Red River plan took care of the
neede of Grand Forks and Pargo, it would eliminate & large part of the benefits listed
for the Migsourl River Diversion Pro ject,

Comm. Holt stated that the Indisns on the Red Lake Reservation objected to control of Red
Lake being given to the Tri-State authorities and were much opposed to the construction of a
new dam in the outlet of Red Lake., He stated further that the people im the Ottertail
Basin had been instrumental in excluding the Ottertail Basin from the Red River Plan and,
by reason of thie fact, Holt was of the opinion that before the Red River Plan could become
effective and workable some satisfactory solution would have to be found te these twe
problems. Mr. Knapp then stated that in his opinion the thing te de was te correlate the
two plans, if it were possible to do so. A general discussion follewed.

Vice Chairman Helt reported on his visit te Williston, Monday, January 24, for the purpose

‘of promoting the sale of baby bonds in connection with the Lewis and Clark Project. He

stated that he attended a meeting of the Rotary Club at noon, at which about 50 business

mep. vere vresent and that a general meeting was held in the courthouse &t Willieton in the
it
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evening, which was very well attended. He explained the purpese of his visit to Willis-
ton on behalf of the Cemmisslion, and that Mr. Ivar Acker representing the Rural Rehabil-
itation Corporation, Mr. Kennedy, the WPA, and Comm. Dahl and Secretary Beakey had all
explained various phases of the project. He suggested to the meeting that the Chamber
of Commerce appoint a Committee teo make plans and arrange for the salé of these bonds and
a Committee consisting of C. M. Oppen, Chairman, T. W. Cahill, J. H. Volk, O. N, Jenson,
and W, H. Westergaard was appointed. He further stated people in that area appeared to
be quite enthusiastic and willing to cooperate within their ability. He gtated that he
had secured letters from three firms doing business in eastern North Dakota greeing to
purchase some of these bonds, namely the AOUW of North Dakota, one $1,000.00 bond; The
Implement Dealers Mututal Fire Insurance Company of Grand Ferks, one $500.00 bond; and
the Walle Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Grand Forke, one $250.00 bond; making
a tetal of $1,750.00.

My, W, O, Burk, who had been authorized at the last meeting of the Commission to make
purchases of brush land in the project at a price not exceeding the appraised value, had
stated that he would not be able to deal with the land owners if the price was limited
to the appraised valuation and that it would be abeolutely necessary te offer at least
an additional 20% over the appraised valuation. A decision in regard to thie wase held
over pending a discussion with Judge Christianson,

Chief Engineer Thomas made a report on the Trenton-Buford Project, stating that the Bureau
of Reclamation had furnished the work about the first of the year, and that a report on
the same would be forwarded to the Commiesion from the Divisien Office at Denver as soon
as it is completed, The questlion of power ®dr this project was discussed and Technical
Advisor Knapp suggested that the Power Company be contacted at once to ascertain Just

what they would be willing to do in regard to furnishing power for the project. Chief
Engineer Thomas was instructed to write te the Power Company.

Governor William Langer conferred with the Commission in regard to what arrangemente had
been made for the meeting with the War Department Engineers., It was stated that they were
expected to arrive sbout 11 eo'clock Wednesday merning, and would wish to ge inte immed-
late conference with the Commigsion, :

At 6 P, M,, 1t was moved by Comm. Dphl, seconded by Comm. Engen, that the meeting adjourn
until 9 A. M., Wednesday morning. The motion carried, all Commiesioners voting aye.

Purguant to adjourmment, the Commission reconvened at 9 A. M,, Wednesday, January 26,

The Secretary called the roll showing Governer William Langer and Commissioners Holt, Si-
mons, Bngen, Olson and Dahl present. 'Comm, Frank P. Whitney, absent.

The Chairman stated that this being the time set for a conference with the War Department
Engineers, ne other business would be taken up at this time. The Governer stated that he
had made arrangements for the Adjutant General to meet the Army Engineers on their
arrival, and that arrengements had been made for a luncheon.

The Secretary stated that an invitation had been extended te members of the Water
Resources Cemmittee of the State Planning Board to attend the meeting,

At 11:45 A, M., Col, W. M, Hoge, Capt. H. B. Loper and Lieut, William Whipple, represent-
ing the Omaha office of the War Department, and Col. Phillip B. Fleming, District Engineer
for the War Department at St. Paul, Minn., were escorted into the conference room by

the Adjutant General and party. After introducing the group, a formal discussion follow-
ed, Capt. H. B. Loper stated that the party wished to leave Bismarck on the 5340 train
and for that reason would like to go into conference immediately after lunch. The Chair-
man then declared that the meeting was adjourned until 1 P, M. and asked the Secretary to
notify the Water Resources Committee of the time.
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Pursuant to adjJournment the Commission reconvened at 1 P. M., in the Governor's conference
room,

The Secretary called the roll showing Governor William Langer and Commissioners Holt, Engen,
Olson, Simons, and Dahl, present. Comm. Whitney, absent. Technical Advisor George S.
Enapp and Chief Engineer E. J. Thomas were also present to take part in the discussion with
the War Department Engineers, Fred J. Fredrickson, M, O, Ryan, M, D, Hollis and D, W, Hult-
erstrum, representing the Water Resources Committee of the State Planning Board were
present by invitation.

Cept. H., B, Loper opened the discussion in reference to the revisions suggested by the
State Water Conservation Commission on the Missouri River Diverion Project. He went into a
lengthy detailed discussion of the suggestions from the standpeint of the War Department
Engineers, The discussion continued during the afternocon and was participated in by all
members of the Commission, the members of the Water R_sources Committee of the State Plan-
ning Board and the War Department Engineers., The disGussion went into various details of
the proposed Missouri River Diversion project and also the Red River Dralnage Basin Project
under the Tri-State Authority.

The discussion was very emlightening and brought out various phases of vital points tobe
consldered in connection with both projects,

The discussion was ended at 4330 P. M., when Governor William Langer thanked Col. W. M. Hoge
Col. Phillip B, Fleming, Capt. H. B. Loper and Lieut. Willigm Whipple for their fine cooper-
ation in arranging for the conference with the State Water aneervatioh Commiesion and
stated that he honed that i1t would be possible teo arrange future conferences along the

same line. The adjutant General and staff then escorted the War Department engineeres to

the depet,

It was moved by Comm. Oleon, seconded by Cemm, Dahl, that the meeting adjourn until 10 A, M,
Thursday, January 27. The motion carried, all Commiesioners voting aye.

Pursuant to adjournment the meeting reconvened at 10 A. M. Thursday, January 27, with
Governor William Langer and Cemmissioners Holt, Dahl, Olson, Engen and Simons, present,
Comm. Whitney, absent,

Mr. Fred Krause, Jr., Mercer Oounty appeared before the Commission requesting three or

four more dam projects along the EKnife River. Comm. Simons stated that the water supply in
the Knife River was inadequate and he thought it would be best for the group te arranze for
the organization of a water conservation district and also that it would be a good plam to
mpke an effert to get a CCC camp to build dame to stabilize the stream flow, Technical
Adviser Knapp stated that the coet of large storage dams ceuld not be justified in the
benefits that would result. Oomm. Holt suggested that Mr. Krause get in touch with Chief
Bngineer Thomas and Comm. Simone before leaving Bismarck and that they would advise him

in regard to organizing a water conservation or irrigation district.

Chief Justice A. M, Christianson, Chairman of the Rural Rehabhilitation Cemmittee came into
the meeting for the purpese of discussing the progress which was being made in the purchase
of acreage and sale of bonde as suggested in the last meeting in comnection with the Lewis
and Clark Project. Comm. Holt reperted to him the result of the meeting at Williston,
Januray 24, Judge Christienson suggested a plan whereby the Commissiem attempt to have
the State gusmrantee the payment of bonds up to 20% of their value. Comm. Simons reported
some difficulty was being encountered in making purchases of land at the appraised value.
After discuseing the matter, it was moved by Comm. Engen, seconded by Comm, Olsen, that
the Commission's agents be instructed that the Commission, with the consent of the Rural
Rehabilitation Corporation, will authorize a 20% increase over the appralsal prices on
land purchases in the Lewis and Clark Project whenever it is found neceseary and that they
be instructed when making purchasee of land to make sure that the land purchased will
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be within the project so that in case it is found necessary to reduce the size of the
project that all land purchases will come within the project and further that they endeaver
te make such purchases on a cash basis up to the appraisal value, and any balance of the
purchase price over the appraisal value would be paid in bonds. The roll was called, and
the motion carried all Commissioners voting aye.

The Commission then discussed the extent of progress being made in connection with the Painte¢
Weod and Stout Projects and it was moved by Comm, Simons, seconded by Comm. Dahl, that the
Commission request Judge Christianson to take such eteps with regard to the acquisition of -
lend and other detailed matters in comnection with the Painted Wood and Stout Projects as
seemed to him proper and necessary in order to make more rapid progrees., The motion carried,
all Commissioners voting aye. :

At 12:15 P. M,, it was moved by Comm. Engen, seconded by Comm. Dahl, that the meeting be
adjourned until 1:15 P. M. The motion carried, all Commiseioners voting aye,

Pursuant to adjournment, the Commission reconvened at 1:15 P. M. The Secretary called the .
roll showing Govemor William Langer and Commissioners Holt, Olson, Simons, Dahl and Engen
present. Comm. Whitney, absent. : '

Mr. George S. Knapp, Technical Advisor, was present to discuss with the Commission the best
course to follow in connection with the information gained following the conference with
the War Department Engineers. A discussion of the Missouri River Diversion Project and the’
Red River Drainage Basin Program followed and it was decided to ascertain first whether the
Tri-State Commiesion has sufficient authority to enforce ite decisione and second ascertain
if the water supply as shown in the Red River Drainage report 1s sufficient and third te
verify the Red River Report from a technical angle and while it is possible of accomplish-
ment, Mr, Knapp suggested that the Tri-State Commission should find eut if it is pessible
to make a compact with the State of Minnesota or else that such compact be rejected.

It was moved by Cemm. Olson, seconded by. Comm., Engen, that Technical Advieor Geerge S.
Enapp, Chief Engineer E. J. Thomas, Vice Chairman Henry Holt, and Btate Sanitary Engineer,
M, D. Hollis be delegated to analyze and make such investigations as may be necessary te
determine the feasibility of the Red River Drainage Basin program, and that they be author-
ized to go to the office of the War Department District Engineer at St. Paul for this pur=
pose. The roll wae called and the motion carried, all Commissioners voting aye.

It was meved by Comm. Simons, seconded by Comm. Engen, that the Secretary be instructed te
write to the State Health Department requesting permission for State Sanitary Emgineer Holligs
to attend this meeting. The rell was called, and the motion carried, all Commissioners

voting aye,

Comm. Simons brought up the matter of Techniml Advisor Xmapp coming to Nerth Dakota for
permanent werk. Mr, Knapp stated that he was very reluctant teo leave Kansas but if an effer
were presented to him, he would give it serious censideration and further that he had

asked the Kansas Board to allow him leaves of absence in order that he might come to North
Dekota to assist the State Water Conservation Commission in certain endeaveors, and that

the Kansas Beard had agreed to let him go not to exceed three months during the year and
not more than a month at cne time, and if it were agreeable to the Commission that his
charges under such circumstances would be at the rate of $400.00 per month, with travel and
hotel expenses from Tepeka, and for shorter periods $100,00 per week with travel and hotel
expenees from Tepeka, and fer work which could be done at Topeka $15.00 per day. A letter
from Mr, Knapp te Chief Engineer Thomas, under date of October 29, 1937, is heresto attached.

It wae moved by Cemm., Dahl, seconded by Comm. Engen, that the Secretary be imstructed te
notify twe representatives, one frem the Senechal Project and one from the Loewer Cartwright
Project, to meet with the Commission at is next meeting, The motion cerried, all Commission-
ers voting aye,
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Chief Engineer Thomas made a report on the present status of the North Dekota portion of the
Sidney Irrigation Project, covering 2,100 acres. Affer some diecussion, 1t was moved by Comm.
Simons, seconded by Comm. Engen,- that Chief Engineer Thomae be given full authority to de
everything within hie power teo have this project approved. The motion carried, all Commission-
ers voting aye, .

The Commissioners discuseed the desirability and possibility of an irrigation experiment
station near Bismarck, Technical Advisor Knop stated that in his epinion, an experimental
station of this type would prove of great value te the Commission in its work.

Moved by Comm. Oleon, seconded by Comm, Engen, that the Secretary be instructed to send a copy
of the minutes of each meeting to Technical Advisor George S. Knapp at Topeka, Kansas, The
motion carried, all Commissioners voting aye.

Moved by Comm, Simons, seconded by Cemm. BEngen, that the Commission direct its secretary and
i1ts englneering officers that in the future before any pumping equipment or irrigation install-
ation ie put into operation, that an engineer be assigned to be present when such eperatiens
commence and to make a report of such installation to this Commission. The roll was called,
the motion carried, all Commissioners voting aye.

Moved by Cemm. Olson, seconded by Comm. Ingen, that upon the beginning of successful operation
of any pump or other irrigation installation, that the applicant be required to sign the
contract, mortgage and promissory note as are required by the Cemmission, before continuing
with the operation of such irrigation works as constructed, The roll was called, the motion
carried, all Commissioners voting aye, -

Moved by Cemm. Engen, seconded by Comm, Dahl, that Comm., Simons be authorized to ascertain
the possibility of securing quarters suitable for the work of the Cemmission, and that he
report at the next meeting., The motion carried, all Commissioners voting aye.

The Secretary read the financial report as of January 7, 1938, and it was moved by Comm.
Engen, seconded by Comm. Olson, that the revort be accepted and placed on file., The motion
carried, all Commissioners voting aye.

Vice Chairman Holt instructed the Secretary and Irrigation Committee to notify Attorney J. P,
Caén that everything concerning the issuance.of bonds by the Commission must be ready in
time for the next meeting of the Commission. He also suggested that everything pessible be
made up in the form of written reports in order to gpeed up the meetinge of the Commission.

Moved by Comm. Simons, seconded by Cozm. Engen, that the next regular meeting of the Commig~
sion be dispensed with and that a special meeting be called at 10 A, M, Thursday, Feb, 24,
1938, The motion carried, all Commissioners voting aye.

No further business appearing, it was moved by Comm. Dahl, seconded by Comm, Engen, that the
meeting adjourn. The motien carried, all Cemmissieners voting aye.

Respectfully gnpmitted

— 7{/ |

D. J, Beskey, Secretary

hairman

b/h



Octodber 29, 1937

Mr, E. J. Thomas,
State Engineer,
Bigmarck, N. Dak.

Dear Mr., Thomas?

If, after I leave here, the Commission should want
me for further work, I believe I can prodably arrange to
come to Bismarck from time to time for probably mot te
exceed a month at any one time,

Or, if they desire to have me do so, I can probably
examine plans which you might prepare for the Lewis & Clark
tract or other projects of that kind, doing the work at
Topeka.,

For suth future engegements I believe I should make
the following charges!

For work in Worth Dakota $400.00 per
month with travel and hotel expenseé
from Topeka, or for shorter periods
$100.00 per week with travel and hotel
expenses from Topeka. For work which
I might do at Topeka, $15.00 per day.

In leaving let me say that I have greatly enjoyed my
gsummere work with you., I appasciate having had the opportunity
to make your acquaintance and work with you, and desire to
cooperate with you in all possible ways for the good of North
Dakota.

Sincerely yours,
STATE WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION

(signed)
George 8. Knapp
Technical Advisor
GSKspm



FINAWCIAL STATEMENT OF THE STATE WATZR COMIISSION
As of Janusry 7, 1938

APPORTIONMHENT

To Commission

To Project

Administrative Salaries $ 8,864.21
Administrative Mileage & Expense 1,524,€7
Administrative Office Equiopment 2,776.95
Administrative Office Supolies 903,48
Engineering Salaries, Mileage & Bxpense 14,583.93 $ 8,567.23
Engineering Office Equipment 1,550.00
Engineering Field Equipment 979.%2
Engineering Office Supplies 657.99
Maps 225.20
Buford-Trenton Irrigation Project 1,000,00
Cormissioners Per Diem 1,205,00
Commissioners Milesge & Expense 1,146.46
Tri State Per Diem & Expense 709.40
Washington Trip Per Diem & Expense 1,750.19
Legel Service 1,172.50
Printing T 322,12
Legal Service Mileage & Expense 105.87
Telephone & Telegraph 542,36
Postage & Express 79.24
Miesouri River Diversion 1,319.19
Fieldmen 1,771.96 1,128,901
Projects 14,274.33
Preliminary investigation & Resnarch Ches. 2e2,92
Insurance 227.36
Conetruction Supvlies 898,72
Bonding of Employees 2.50
TOTAL EXPENDITURES  (B)  §03,601,50 (6)  $24,970.5
Total Expenditures of Commission & Projects as of January 7, 1938 (B&C) )
$ 68,612,11
Total Appropriation by Legislature $112,500,00
Amount Credited to the Comm. as Apvlication
Fees 1,195.20
Amount Credited to the Commission as '
Beneficiary Returns 18,26
Total of Administrative Appropriation Plus Deposits (4) 113,713,146
Total Expenditures Charged to Commission (Nonrepayahle) (B) $ 43 641,54

Actual Balznce of Administrative Fund (Disregardine any Project Charges) $ 70.071.92

Total Exvenditures Charged to Projects (Repayable to Comnission ) (c) 24,970.57

3alance of Administrative Appropriation Plus Denosits (A) Less Comnission (B)
And Project Exnenditures (G),

45,101.35




